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principle which pervade* this curious work is, 
that two covenants were maxle with Abraham — 
one for the son of the bondwoman, and one for 
the son of the free ; whereof Islamism is the [ 



FOREIGN LITERATURE. 

From want of space, we must omit a notice 
of Lacreteile's French History, which we ought 
spiritual representative of Ishmael — even as! to have presented to our readers ere now — as 
the true religion is of Isaac. The hypothesis is i it has been published for some time in Paris ; 
carious ; but to every sober, unprejudiced in- 1 but we believe it will still be new to the ma- 
quirer, will, we are persuaded, appear perfectly > jority of the Irish public Indeed we have 
destitute of any foundation in scripture, or in- 1 already hinted at the paucity of foreign books 
deed any where else but in the imagination of j in this country, when speaking of the Foreign 
the author. Literary Gazette ; and we since find in that 

He ranks Mahomedanism second indeed— publication a similar complaint respecting En- 
but only second to the Christian dispensation ; I gland— though we cannot entirely agree in the 
and seems to think it admirably adapted for pre-' causes assigned for such a deficiency j for we 
paring the immense proportion of mankind, nave nofc observed the strain of immorality per- 
among whom it prevails, for the ultimate re- ™*ing foreign books to which it is there attri- 
ception of the gospel faith. buted. This term, by the bye, is so wide in 

Burckhardt's Travels in Arabia are united '"?. ^""jf ?j on ' ^ at wh<m . wha !i K, >"^ » 
with Mr. Forstcr-s work in the same article, | ^{T^' ■ I *?™ iia *g like illiberally. 

and form the sole subject of the paper. The I J^. *^L b m J±™V T< T T ma "f r m . T 06 
revival, by Sir Howard Douglas, of the old 



dispute as to who broke the enemy's line, in 
Rodney's battle of the 12th April, 1782, oc- 
cupies rather more room than we think the 
interest now taken in the subject by the public 
in general, altogether justifies. It is written, 
however, with the great good sense and right 
feeling which almost uniformly characterise 
the sentiments Of Quarterly. The Tithe 
question, the Renewal of the East India 
Company's Charter, the Laws of Real Pro- 
perty, and the Practice and Proceedings of 
the Courts of Common Law, form the sub- 
jects of other four papers, while the leading 
article of the Review is on the best means of 
providing subjects for our schools of anatomy, 
and the eighth and last relates to our internal 
policy. Here we have again to observe that 
not the least notice is taken of the books of 
which the titles are recited at the head of the 
paper, " but that's not much" in this case. 
This article is making what Cobbet calls " s 
and fuss " in London. - The parts about Trade 
and Currency and soforth, are timidly and 
wealthy written, as if the writer (Southey we 
believe,) either had no decided opinions upon 
the subjects of which he treats, or else was 
afraid to speak out what he thinks, in his anx- 
iety to be exceedingly courteous to all parties ; 
but when he comes to discuss the composition 
of the House of Commons, he handles the 
subject with great truth, shrewdness, and de- 
licacy. It is somewnat startling, however, to 
find the Quarterly Review proclaiming to the 
world that " Many of the signs of Revolution 
are upon us." But we wax prosy and political, 
and must forbear in time. 



Christian Examiner, and Church of Ireland 
Magazine, for February. 

We have peeped between the leaves of the 
forthcoming Number of the Christian Exami. 
ner, and rejoice to perceive that it pursues its 
way with more than wonted vigour and variety 
since the commencement of the present year. 
The Number now on the eve of publication, 
seems not inferior to the last in any respect, 
and this is no light praise. We suspect we are 
somewhat indebted to the Dublin Monthly, not 
only for its own intrinsic merits, but for in- 
ducing the conductors of the first-named ex- 
cellent Miscellany; to bestir themselves more 
actively, than while they lay upon their oars 
without a rival *> compete the prize of public 



of the books printed on the continent, is a 
matter of equal notoriety and regret ; but can- 
dour compels us to acknowledge that the press 
of England is scarcely more pure, and especi- 
ally in some public papers, which meet the 
public eye — even more than books. We would 
submit to all unprejudiced men, whether it is 
not rather ignorance, than a dread of mental 
pollution, that prevents us from acquiring and 
reading more foreign authors. To promote 
and strengthen the taste for foreign literature 
of a valuable kind, will be, from time to time, 
our object in these columns — reviewing foreign 
works of merit as soon as we can obtain them, 
and giving, occasionally, a general sketch of 
the state of literature upon the continent ; for 
which purposes we shall make arrangements 
to render our notices both interesting and in- 
structive, to the utmost of our power. 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

Paris, January 23, 183a 
Everything here seems frozen up ; the pub- 
lishers' purses are certainly so — for they have 
given us nothing good during the last month. 
Indeed anything that did not treat on cold 
would be considered out of season; for in every 
Salon, stories of the calamities caused by the 
weather are repeated and listened to with avi- 
dity: some of these are frightful in the ex- 
treme — but, as they do not accord with the 
nature of your publication, I shall not trouble 
you with them. Perhaps you will be pleased 
to find that the excessive frigidity of the present 
winter does not, however, entirely confirm the 
prediction of the Italian philosopher, that wo 
should, about this time, be nearly frozen up. 
The Monitenr has devoted nearly two columns 
to a refutation of the doctrines of M. Fourier, 

on the progressive congelation of the globe. 

According to M. Fourier, the earth is to go 
on gradually cooling, until the temperature be- 
comes such as to destroy human life ; but we 
are assured by the Moniteur, that the changes 
which the earth has undergone, and is under- 
going, in the mode of cultivation, the forming 
of canals, drawing of water, &c. are more than. 
equal to counteract this gradual cooling ; and 
it shows that in countries which have recently 
undergone the process of civilization, such as 
America, there has been a sensible increase of 
temperature. In this article there is a table, 
showing the greatest degree of cold in Paris, 
during each year, for the last 160 years. From 
this it appears that the coldest day was the 25th 



of January, 1793, and the next in. rigidity, the 
18th January, 1709 1 la 1776 there were 
twenty-five days of consecutive frost; in 1703, 
sixty-nine days; in 1795, forty-two days ; and 
in 1798, thirty-two days — thus snowing, saith 
the Moniteur, that the winters do not, as per- 
sons pretend, become more severe every year. 
It appears certain, from this table, that the 
cold in France has been, in former years, more 
intense than during the present year ; but it is 
generally admitted that on one or two days dur- 
ing the hut week, it was almost as great as was 
ever known. What has been felt in Paris, how- 
ever, is nothing, compared with Russia ; there 
the winter is described as even more severe than 
that which was so disastrous to the French 
army. It is stated in a letter from St. Peters- 
burgh, of the 29th December, that the ther- 
mometer stood, on that day, at 26 degrees. 

The French Government are using great 
exertions to dispense with the use of foreign 
productions. The great success which has at- 
tended the cultivation of beet root for sugar, 
has induced them to turn their attention to ano- 
ther branch of industry, the growth of silk.— 
They are now offering premiums for the largest 
quantity of land, planted with mulberry trees, 
and for the best specimens of silk produced in 
France. It is found that the silk worm, pro- 
perly attended to, win thrive well in a northern 
climate ; and that the mulberry tree, in addition 
to its utility as yielding food for the silk worms, 
gives excellent wood for the construction of 
wine casks, and imparts a grateful flavour to 
the wine, whilst the fruit is excellent for fatten- 
ing poultry and pigs. A more rapid mode, 
however, of obtaining mulberry leaves than the 
common process of planting, is recommended. 
The mulberry seed is to be sown on land pre- 
viously well manured. In the following year 
the young leaves are to be plucked from the 
shoots, and the shoots cut off— the process 
being repeated as long as fresh shoots are thrown 
out ; the roots are then to be grubbed up, and 
the land, after being again manured, is to be 
re-sown. Might not (hit hint be taken up in 
Ireland, where the production of silk might, 
under proper management, become a profitable 
branch of industry? 

Another letter from M. ChampoUion, of a 
later date than that which appeared last week, 
is published in the Moniteur. That which 
now appears is the 1 6th; it does not, however, 
contain any details of peculiar interest. 

By the last arrival from Egypt, there has 
been received a file of the newspapers published 
at Boulac, under the authority and protection 
of the Vice-Roy, and with the title of the 
Egyptian Journal : it contains regular reports 
of all the debates in the National Council, par- 
ticularly a speech of the Vice-Roy's son, Ibra- 
him, in which he declares to the assembly that 
his father is resolved to remain at peace with 
all countries, and to improve the condition of 
their own. There is a notice in one of these 
papers of the construction at Alexandria under 
the direction of M. Sereci, a French engineer, 
of a new arsenal and dock-yard, for vessels of 
the line and frigates. 1697 workmen are em- 
ployed in ship-building, casting of cannon, be 
and there are upwards of 500 clerks and officers. 
The Vice-Roy has established, with the Na- 
tional Council, a new Penal Code, from which 
I extract the following : 

" The punishment for theft, where the 
amount stolen is mpre than 1000, and las, 
than 5000 piastres, a year and a half in th. 



